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method of making roads. Beginning with- the
Greeks, who had, he said, many difficulties to con-
tend with, he continued with the Romans, passed
to England and the right method, which speedily
became the wrong method, and wound up with
such a fury of denunciation directed against the
road-makers of the present day in general, and
the road-makers of Richmond Park in particular,
where Mr. Pepper had the habit of cycling every
morning before breakfast, that the spoons fairly
jingled against the coffee cups, and the insides of
at least four rolls mounted in a heap beside Mr.
Pepper's plate.
" Pebbles! " he concluded, viciously dropping
another bread pellet upon the heap. " The roads
of England are mended with pebbles ! ' With the
first heavy rainfall/ I've told 'em, ' your road will
be a swamp/ Again and again my words have
proved true. But d'you suppose they listen to
me when I tell 'em so, when I point out the con-
sequences, the consequences to the public purse,
when I recommend *em to read Coryphaeus ? Not
a bit of it; they've other interests to attend to.
No, Mrs. Ambrose, you will form no just opinion
of the stupidity of mankind until you have sat
upon a Borough Council! " The little man fixed
her with a glance of ferocious energy.
" I have had servants/' said Mrs. Ambrose, con-
centrating her gaze. " At this moment I have a
nurse. She's a good woman as they go, but she's
determined to make my children pray. So far,
owing to great care on my part, they think of God
as a kind of walrus ; but now that my back's turned
------Ridley/' she demanded, swinging round upon
her husband," what shall we do if we find them say-
ing the Lord's Prayer when we get home again ? "
Ridley made the sound which is represented
by " Tush/'